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We have failed to show any adverse effect of preservatives on the airway response to nebulised terbutaline. Although it is more convenient to use the unit dose vials, the lack of evidence to suggest greater efficacy than the older preparation, together with the relatively high cost, may preclude its use as a first line treatment in asthma except in patients with well documented adverse reactions to the preservative containing preparation.
We thank Ms Mabel Tong and Ms KY Yeung for their technical assistance. This work was supported by a grant from the Croucher Foundation, Hong Kong. Laryngoscopy revealed paresis of the left vocal cord and chest radiography showed enlargement of the aortic knuckle with tracheal deviation suggesting an aortic dissection. Computed tomography of the mediastinum revealed a mass which extended from the aortic knuckle down to the bifurcation of the trachea (fig 1) . Magnetic resonance imaging showed a mass extending from the carina to 3 cm above the aortic arch which suggested a lymphoma or thymoma. An aneurysm of the aorta was ruled out by these imaging procedures.
In order to identify the nature of this mass, exploratory thoracotomy was planned. Coronary angiography performed before thoracotomy showed progression of his coronary artery disease so coronary artery bypass surgery was planned for the same operation. Further preoperative examinations such as bronchoscopy, carotid artery sonography, bone scan, and angiography of the aortic arch showed nothing remarkable. massive infiltration by lymphocytes, plasma cells, macrophages, and giant cells was present near the small vessels (fig 2) . These findings are considered diagnostic of syphilitic aortitis. The patient was treated with high dose parenteral penicillin for three weeks. Computed tomography of the mediastinum three months later showed considerable reduction in the size of the mediastinal mass, mainly as a result of the surgery. The results of serological tests for syphilis showed no change after surgery or treatment with penicillin.
Discussion
Fifty years after the introduction of antibiotics into clinical practice cardiovascular syphilis has become a rare disease. Screening of 971 786 patients admitted to public hospitals in Vienna between 1980 and 1984 detected 28 090 cases of untreated latent syphilis.' Syphilis therefore remains an important public health problem.
About one third of patients with untreated syphilis develop severe late complications; 10% have cardiovascular symptoms, 7% neurosyphilis, and 16% a gumma. 3 The most common complications of syphilitic aortitis are aortic insufficiency, coronary ostial stenosis, and aortic saccular aneurysm. 4 The latent period between primary infection and late manifestation may be 5-20 years. 5 Our patient did not have the common complications of cardiovascular syphilis. Hoarseness was a result of the mediastinal mass, and the cardiovascular syphilis caused the mass but without changes in the aortic intima. Serological tests for syphilis only showed evidence of past infection and aortitis was not suspected as the configuration of the aortic arch was normal on computed tomography.
We suspect that this atypical form of cardiovascular syphilis was the result of insufficient antibiotic treatment at the time of the first or second episode of syphilis some 25 years earlier. Although the occurrence of a mediastinal mass caused by a syphilitic aortitis is a rare occurrence, syphilis should be considered in the differential diagnosis of mediastinal aortitis. 
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